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John McGough Joins NHD as a Non-
Attorney Labor & Employment Consultant
Norman Hanson & DeTroy LLC is pleased to announce that John G. McGough has joined the firm as the newest
member of the Labor & Employment Law Practice Group as a non-attorney Labor & Employment Consultant.
McGough served approximately 25 years in a variety of senior federal, state, and local public sector positions with
responsibility for all aspects of management/human resources & labor relations. McGough’s consulting practice is
focused on all aspects of human resource policy-making and audits, employment investigations and workplace
conflict resolution. McGough represents management in public sector collective bargaining, provides comprehensive
recruitment & hiring services and is available to employers seeking an interim manager or human resource leader
for their organization. Prior to joining the firm, McGough served as New England Regional Director for the U.S.
Department of Health & Human Services with responsibility for the six New England states of Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont, as well as the Region’s 10 federally recognized Tribes.
As the primary New England representative for former DHHS Secretary Alex M. Azar II, McGough led the Secretary’s
whole-of-government response to COVID-19 through collaboration with Governors, State Heath Officers, and locally
elected officials. Secretary Azar additionally tasked McGough for a year to concurrently serve as Regional Director for
the Southeast (AL, FL, GA, KY, MS, NC, SC, & TN), a total of 14 states. Prior to his appointment with DHHS, McGough
served for 7 years as Chief of Staff to former Maine Governor Paul R. LePage. Before serving the Governor, McGough
held local government leadership positions including Director of Human Resources for the City of South Portland and
Assistant City Administrator/Human Resources Officer for the City of Waterville.  McGough is also a former Chief of
Staff for the House Minority Leader in the Maine House of Representatives. He earned a Bachelor’s and Master’s
Degree in Public Administration from the University of Maine system and resides in Brunswick.


